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hypocrisy vtfvch existed during the Bush era continues to thrive in the US txxby[BW] 

Every so often, a convergence occurs between a few ostensibly unrdated events in the endless swirl of news stories, 
pderrics and propaganda, spin and advertising that make up the media sphere today. 

Like the raxxrday sun, they pierce a hole truough the f tig of inf cnrHtkn that norrnally obscures the cere dynamics 
behind the larger pditical-ecororic system's smooth functioning 

But unlike the sun shining through the stermdouds, this opening is not imrrccfiatdy obvious, and can easily be missed 
if one does not knew where and how to lock. Infect, it isrnorelikeathn^din-Ensional wxmhde through rxiitical 
space, viewable if one folds specific ooordinates over each other in just the right way. 

In this case, the coordinates correspond to three levels of political discourse - military, media and cultural - whose 
harrrrrdous interaction is crucial to the larger fiiTctiorring of the system 

The brief " rrxxrent of darity reninds us of the crucial rale pla>od by cne of the rrost subtle yet cbrrrdng of human 
vices -l^pocrisy- in sustaining the pnoblen^ confronting the 1^ and most other global powers for that matter. 

hypocrisy laid hare > 

Plypocrisy has always been an important dencrrination of political currency, but today it has sotrringly ,H] 
become the coin of the realm Has the us 

Che could easily ascribe it to the Rascxnding of right-wing politics in the US and Europe, whidi is almost 
always accotTpurricd by a politics of hypocrisy, since as a rule such politics involves the use of populist increasingly 
rhetoric to concenti'ate a country's wealth and resources in the hands of ever fewer people. poHttaJ 

attune? 

Tn the T K the vitriolic Rcprtiran-corporate Attacks T 1 h^lthr^rennd other mich nmrlpH trfrrmn in the [AFP] 
name ofrxotectii^ the rights of individual dtizens, reflect an ircreasingly toxic political culture and the power of the 
right to manipulate deep-seated fears and prejudice for its own ends. 

Ffcwever, the continuities in US fbrdga policy between the Cbarra and BushadrMstraticns reflect a more systemic 
r^pocrisy whose negative consequences have global implicaticns. 

The US - like great powers betbre it - has long dedared its intention to support ircedtrn, democracy and progress 
while pursuing polides that enaTur^e, cr even demand, their apposite 

Not surprisingly, it has also turned a blind eye to its allies' or clients' hypocrisies: Israd dedaring its desire for peace 
while irtensifying occupation, Harrid Karzai, the president of Afghanistan, rjxrrising to fight corruption while rigging 
dections and placing farrily merrbers in crudal positions 

Then you have tliis or that Arab leader 

the disconnect between wtrds and clouds threatens exre American interests. 

Wth enemies, sudi as Iraq (under Saddam Hjssdn) or Iran today, hypocrisy is assumed, even when evidence se^gests 
that at crudal rrorrents they m 

But who's looking? 

Whether friend cr foe, it is the people who sutler from a yoopolitics giTTundod in hypocrisy. 

The hardships of the present exxnerric downturn in the I JSnrdy hint at the pain caused tn the peoples of the developing 
world, who bear the brunt of the full power of the economic and political interests lying beneath the hypecrisy of the 
global pc*\ers and thdr leaders alike. 
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Two generaticris ago in StxJheast. Asia the death toll readied irio the millions, kxfejy in Iraq and Afghanistan the toll 
is in the hunciieds of thousands of dead and injured Bui the sufierirg* rardy makes headlines, unless it can produce 
im^cs that arc too powerful to ignore 

Tte AlxiChraibscandal prcK^^ although its quick dissipation (perhaps owing to an innate sense 

among many Americans that the hypecrisy they revealed was ulti^^ 

but the country as a -whole) ensured that the Bush adrrirristrarkri and RepubUcan-coritrolled Congress paid no price for 
the activities they revealed 

The most recent opening in the haze of media and political hypocrisy began with the near sirriitaneous revelations of 
civilian deaths at the hands of US forces in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Tnenowiiiquitous VUkileaks video frrt^o nf snldiere firing art Rti irfi phrYf^nrTphty Nhrrir Mmr-I -Irhn his 
colleague Saeed Chrnagh, and several other civilians in Baghdad in July 2007 was equalled in graphic power by the 
accusations that in February 2010, IJS special forces personnel had net only killed two pregnant women alcng with a 
teenage girl and two local officials inKhataba, Afghanistan, but carved the bullets out of the bodies to remove 
evidence of their Responsibility for the deaths 

Thehyrxxxisytf the official resrjenses has teen glaringly on di^ay. 

When asked whether the Wikileaks vidoo would hurt Airerica's image, Rthcrt Gates, the IJS defence secretary, said it 
wouldnct, precisely because what the video really showed was the fog of war. 

'These people were operating in spUt-second situations .... And, you know, we've investigated it very thoroughly .... It 
should not have any lasting ttTKequenoes." 

'Dead bastards' 

Hyrxxrisy is often aoconponiod by antr^mcc [■] 

In 

Gates assumesthat scenes of TJSsddiersbtithdy calling tte t^uOZ, 
excuse to finish off an urarrredv^ and blanri^ other victims fcr '"bringing their kids into a be^ will released 


Bahaps Gates UTderstands that rrost Iraqis and Ajghans have leng a^p stepped believing IJS rhetoric about 
supporting dorocracy and rrilcctirig civilian lives. bastard 

[AFP] 

VvheLher cxnstitTusly or not, it sea™ Gates was anaocririg public opinion in the US, not in Iraq cr Aighanistan. 

Indeed, if we look behind his, and the soldiers', words wearerenindedthat it is extremely difficult to shoot people 
who do not present an immediate and clear threat unless you have first been desensitised by intense ideological 
preparation that dehumanises the occupied people 

As in Vietnam, this dehumanisation means that Iraqis and Afghan dvilian deaths aneeas^ 

darrt^i, since Americans have no cornectkri to cr sympathy for the peoples they have been exx^jpyir^ for rrost of the 
last decade. 

The latest polls show that "voters arc very rcspensive where Qarrxrats talk bdefly about our foreign pdicy of taking it 
to the terrorists". 


"not have any lasting consequences" 


by 

VMMIeak^ 
fatalitia 


Consequences for ulw^ enc night ask. 


And so own as four irons civilians were killed by IJS farces firir^ cn a crowded bus a day after Gates' remarks, 
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Americans SEWri^Ig&s of changing the "secondary stg&g^fet Iraq and A^anistaifg«!988f^Ha8Wa®r political 
discourse. 

That would demand recognition cf the hjpccrisy that enabled th^ 

era at the cost of upward of a trillion dollars and the loss of thousands of American soldiers. 

Worse, it would demand a rcevalualion of the larger premises upen which the unending 'war en terror" is being fought 

and confronting the fact that in so n^ny areas, Cban^ is entrenching rather 

predecessor. 

CX course, Afghans tire far less tolerant of" the disconnect between L>S rhetoric and reality. 

The latest deaths caLBed a new round of bitter protests ayainst the L>S cxjcuptttkri while Afghan military leaders 
irrocasingly treat L>S pxinises to prtlcd and respect civilians as ireaningless and, like Karzai, even threaten to join 
the Taliban. 

Tariq Ramadan's return 

Gates' remarks and the more unscripted real-titre comments of the soldiers he wis defending exist in a media sphere 
that has failed mserably to eduste the American pu^ nxti\^crB behind ard present-oay realities of the 

Iraq arid Afghan invasions and occupations. 

Underlying this dynamic is a sliaredanogance and hypocrisy by leading American comrentators, especially those 
often purtrayod as politically liberal or mcxicrate, that was crucial to laying the groundwrk for public acceptance of 
the rationale for gcing to war and ccntinuing the cccupations despite the numerous and manifest oortradictions 
between themand the realities on the ground 

The process by which this dynamic proceeds was revealed last week in the coverage of the return of Swiss IVLislim 
theologian Tariq Ramadan to the L>S for a speaking kxr, six years after he was harmed from erlerir^ the eourtry by 
the Bush administration. 

Debating vwtti Packer 

Specifically, Ramadan' s first event in the 1>S wis a Rrum cn "secular Islam and abmocracy ' hdd in New gj 
York, where he debated New Yorktr writer Geomjs Packer. i^nq 


R*dker chose not to er^jiys I^amadan, who lias spent (Tver a decade working to fbry^ a cxnsensus among latriedb/ 
European Muslims cn the need for ncn- violence and to prcxijce identities that can be both fully Mjslimand /tmmz fcr 
Wstem, cn the issues related to the forums title rep ^ in9 

Ssnritism 

Rather, while declaring that he was "not askir£> you to repudiate ymr grandfather [Hassan al-Barna, the 
founder of the Melim BrXhahtxxI],'' he demanded that RiflTiidan account fir and renounce anti-Semitic na-raiks 
made by al-Barna well over half a century aga 

At a tirre when the corierrporary NTislimEfrlherhtxxi is a^^ed in an unrixxxxxriod generational shrill in ideology 
and attitudes, Packer honed in his critidsmcf Ramadan for refusing to acknowledge that "his grandfather and the 
MKlimEtootherhcod in its origins were characterised by anti-Semitic or totalitarian views". 

Althtx^i he has hdd prestigious appdntrrxiTLs at Oxford as wdl as Mtrc Efcure and the Liiivtrsity of Geneva, Picker 

aigues that Rarmdan "is not a philosopher, or an original thinker", 
i 

He provides no criteria for this judgement, but that is lil<dy because teassirnes that 
value that leading thinkers fromthe Muslim worid are rai^ 
rational, presumably like Americans and Europeans. 
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For his partATffiga^ead seem to fit rxither characteri§gH@hEg^ term, never mind idBS^^Pm^&^nstri ' be 
accused al-Dama of harbouring wis not even in use when the Bxthcrlxxxi wis founded or first nose to rrorinmoe. 

'Rotten foundatkxK' 

Packer exxidudes that hovvever wdl-mainir^ his briayL>buildiny, Ramadan' s hope of reconciling Islamic and Western 
culture is built en "rotten fbundatiens," rarely the history and ideology of the Fatherhood 

fXTwcbes he know this? Clearly net by readir^ Ranxidan's rnjmerous books, which are clearly opposed to irr>i of the 
basic taxis of the I^lherhocd during his graixlfathcr's day. 

Instead, in good Criertalist fashicri, Packer refers to second-hand accusations tigiinst Ramadan made byjcxmalist 
Paul Berman, who is abcxi to publish a bcx:k tioajsir^ Ramadan of being a propagandist fcr Islanist extrenism 

Barren's last foray into the subject of Islam was Tenrroxl Liberalism, whiebwasodebratedtotterrrainstream 
media far, among other things, arguing that Sayyid Qutb wis the ideological godfather of al-C^eda-wHcb scholars 
had been discussing far years before his "discovery" - and that political Islamist rrDverrents are ultimately "irrational" 
and therefore cannot be reasoned with. 

M^schdariy reviews by these who actuaU lar^uages were largely critical of Bermarfs 

arguments. 

US view of IVkeJimi , 

Ramadan could have responded to Packer's constant pressure lor him to cknexnoe his grandiather by demanding tlx! 
Picker renounce his support lor tlx: US invasion of Iraq, or his inaccurate arxd journalistically irresponsible dismissal of 
those who opposed tlx: war - which indudud Ramadan - as irirgc, knee-jerk and "doctrinaire" leftists who lacked any 
' 'ixxierstarriirig' ' of the region. 

Ratiaps he was btir^ polite, cr was too jet-lagged to respendm land to attacks t^ 

thinking (indued, Ramadan has axxJermod anti-Semitism so many times tlx! he wis praised tor eking so by tlx: Israeli 
newspaper Hctciretz). 

Ultimately, however, it is not Rarradaris refusal to engage Packer at a lower level of discourse that is important; it is 
the assumption by Picker, no doubt borne out by kng experience, that his arguments as to the rotten foundation and 
ultimately irraticrid basis of sphere, sincethey accord so well with 

the general view of Muslim intellectual capabilities and motives. 

Tiger Wxxfc 

While Packer and Ramadan debated in New York Gty, Tiya" Woods wis rrepuririg fcr his return to 
ccrrpetitive golf at the Mister's Ixxrnarrerl that would begin later in the week 

Of all the sins Wxxls has been accused of perhaps the most ubiquitous was his hypocrisy - creating a 
persona based on steely cairn, control, integrity, and deterrrxnaticn while in reality his private life was based 
on deceit and violating the trust of his family and fans. 

This is no doubt a valid criticism, but by the tirre the first round be^n cnllxrsday most people were far 
more interested in what Tiy^r would do on tlx: golf course than what he had dene off the links. 

Of course, no one could say this openly. And so Billy Payne, the chair of the Misters tcxjnximerL, dutifully criticised 
Woods, stating that he "dsappointed all of us" with his ruimerous marital infidelities. 

Of course; neither he nor any of the journalists present thcx^l it worth iraitioriirig tlx! Ai^iusta National terrains one 
of the fewgolf dubs that refuses to adrrit women as players. Apparently no one considered it the least bit hypocritical 
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for a club tMFaaj^S^nsidci- wmai worthy of jrerfBHa^i to critidse a mirber ^&8rif8fP®mti&tts women 
as urwothy of consideration beyond thtir sex. 

With so injch money riding en Wxxfe" return to the spotlight, his main erxlorser, Nike, also decided it had to make a 
bold stateireri critidsing Wxxfe, while at the san^ time reafBrmir^ iconic statxs and the possibility of 

redemption. 

So it aired a ccnrnerdal that saw Wxxis staring blankly into the camera while his late father, Earl, asked him from the 
grave about what he was thinking and what he had learnt. 

TJiataccrrparTysuchasNfee, whose 

been heavily critidstxi atxxnd the world, oetenrined that the ghc*l of Wxxis' father could help cleanse him, and the 
cdnpany, of their sins, is one of the mtrc egregious examples of cciporate hypocrisy in some tirrti 

Fhpocrisy's victory 

But the reality is they are probably right Everyone is dearly anxious to get back to the way it was, and by the time 
Wxxfe walked toward the 18th green on Sunday he was srriling and slialdng hands with h^ course part^ 
K.J. Choi, wMerecdvirg a standing ovation from thecrowd. 

No6bii^m^ofthc6einattendanoeand 

prowess. After all, no public figure better syrrbdistxithe rxiwer, purrxse and ckleminaticxi of" the LS in the 2(XXfe. 

Hs fall from grace in rrarrywa>srrirrct^ Am - theglearringsted surface and sunny gaze turned out to be, if 
not quite rotten, then in need of major repair. 

The Hogback of Wxxis' behavkxjr is being played cxl in front of the wrld So is that of TJS policy. Wth enough 
rdloctkn and oetcmination, one can hexxi that Wxxis will rise atx^vo tlx; hypocrisy that arrnrertly lias defined mudi 
of his professional and personal life. 

But it is rruch harder for ooLrtries to do this, as it demands not one, but rrillions of people, from political leaders and 
ctTrrnenlators to ordinary dtizens, to reflect deeply and honestly en what btuL^X them to thdr presert situation. 

I\rhaps i fthe ft^g remains li fled for hmg, cixx^t, onerraybe able to grasp tte beginnings of the rxocoss of rrovirg 
avv^ from political and madia cultures based on hypocrisy, greed aixl power aixl toward cultures th 
peace, freedom and dignity. 

IVhrk LeVine is currently visiting prtffessor at the Center for \fikUc Eastern Studies at IjjtkJ Lhiversity, SnixJen 
Us bfjo/a include Heavy Metal Isianv RtK-k, Resistant*!, and the Stnq^e for the Soul (jf Man and ImposfiUe 
Beace: Ismd/Rdestine Since 1989. 
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